Conducting nursing research with men who have sex with men: challenges and strategies for nurse researchers.
The group most affected by the HIV epidemic is men who have sex with men (MSM). Since the beginning of the epidemic in 1981, this group was one the four identified high-risk groups, and MSM continue to comprise nearly 50% of all cases of HIV/AIDS. In the context of HIV infection and safer sex behaviors, this population has been the focus of numerous research studies. Despite the wealth of research that has been conducted on this population, very little information is available on research methods and strategies that nurse researchers can use to study this population. This report details one nurse researcher's experiences in gaining access to this population, unique recruitment issues, and challenges in data collection. In addition, strategies and interventions that were used by this researcher to overcome these challenges in the research process are discussed.